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APNU WINS BACK  
BUXTON - FOULIS  
Neighbourhood Democratic Council (NDC) 
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APNU RETAKES BUXTON-FOULIS  

Capturing more than 50% of the ballots cast in the 2023 Local Government 

Election (LGE) for the Buxton - Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council 

(NDC), the PNC-led A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) won back 

control of the local authority area which it had lost in 2018 to the Peopleõs 

Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C). The APNU bagged a total of 10 seats from 

winning 5 of the 9 constituencies and another 5 Proportional Representa-

tion (P.R.) list allocation. The PPP/C secured the other 4 Constituency seats 

as well as the remaining 4 P.R. allocations. 

In this yearõs LGE Election, held on 12
th

 June, 10,017 ballots were cast - a 

1,700 increase over the previous LGE. APNU won with 5,105 votes, gaining 

an increase of 1,400 over its 2018 haul. The PPP/C  received 4,511 votes, 

recording a fall off of 94 votes from its previous performance. However, the PPP/Cõs overall decline is 

much higher, given that, this year, the party received 154 votes from Buxton/Friendship, where it did 

not compete in 2018. The remaining votes went to two individual contestants. Derk Simon threw his 

hat in the ring for the Friendship constituency, and he came up with 187 votes. Over in constituency 

6 - Enterprise - Elizabeth Hall (North), Daimeon James attracted 214 votes. 

Buxtonõs councilor-elect, David Jones, secured the highest number of votes (964) for the APNU con-

stituency list. He is poised to win selection as the new Chairman of the NDC. 
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No. Constituency Elected Councillor Votes Party 

1 Buxton David Jones 964 APNU 

2 Friendship Oswald Williams 598 APNU 

3 Bladen Hall, Strathspey, Coldingen & 

Non Pariel (North) 

Rupan persaud 869 PPP/C 

4 Vigilance (North) Gavin Dick 355 APNU 

5 Vigilance - Strathspey & Vigilance - Fou-

lis Sugar Cultivation (South)  

Shameer Mohamed 805 PPP/C 

6 Enterprise - Elizabeth Hall (North) Petal Allison Telford 640 APNU 

7 Enterprise - Elizabeth Hall (South) Saverna Outram 1,021 PPP/C 

8 Bachelorõs Adventure Cheryl McPherson 701 APNU 

9 Paradise - Foulis Vinetta Singh 1,151 PPP/C 
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David Jones rode the APNU ticket for the Buxton Constituency. He 

related that he was impelled to enter the race because, òI saw dis-

turbing signs, and I said this is not the way things must 

go. This is not the way things must be.ó He won easily with 

964 votes, and finished with the most votes among APNU candidates.  

Mr. Jones triumphed over the PPP/C candidate, Letta Murray, who 

picked up 114 votes. This is his second stint as Councilor on the Bux-

ton ð Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council. In his previous ten-

ure (1994 - 1998), he served as Chairman. There is a good chance that 

he will be selected to chair the local government body again. 

Among his long list of priorities, he pledges to protect ancestral 

lands, escalate garbage collection, restore Buxton Market and Com-

munity Centre, and promote establishment of co -operative thrift societies. 

Mr. Jones, who is a self-employed building contractor, is also a husband and father. He resides with 

his family on Buxton Side Line Dam (North).  

 

Oswald Williams won the Friendship Constituency with 598 votes. 

As the incumbent, he had to beat off two challengers to prevail. Ed-

gar Simon, representing PPP/C, attracted 40 votes, while independ-

ent candidate, Derk Simon, pulled 187 ballots in his favour.   

In the last council, Williams served as Vice-Chairman. He is gratified 

to return and plans to put forward recommendations for improve-

ment in drainage, employment of community rangers, and devel-

opment of a new burial ground on land earmarked in the Backdam 

area. He noted that the two existing cemeteries are running out of 

space.    

Mr. Williams and his family reside on Clyde Roopchand Street. 
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Contestant Votes 

Received 

P.R. Seats 

Allocated 

Constituency 

Seats Won 

Total 

Seats 

A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) 5,105 5 5 10 

Peopleõs Progressive Party/Civic - PPP/C 4,511 4 4 8 

Daimeon James (#6 - Enterprise - Elizabeth Hall) 214 ñ ñ ñ 

Derk Simon  (#2 - Friendship) 187 ñ ñ ñ 

Total 10,017 9 9 18 

Oswald Williams 

David Jones 
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DESPITE LOSS, DEDICATED TO VILLAGE  
Letta Murrayõs chance of winning the seat for Buxton - Constituency 

#1 - was highly improbable, but the long -serving Peopleõs Progressive 

Party activist was not daunted in her decision to enter the race. She 

was inspired in becoming a member of the Party by her late father, 

James Murray (Big Hassar), and wanted to follow in his footsteps to sit 

as PPP Councilor on the Buxton-Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic 

Council (NDC). She received 114 votes and finished second behind 

APNUõs David Jones (964). 

Heralding the vision of her governing party, her campaign promised:  

§ Rehabilitation and construction of better roads/streets;  

§ Street lights, landscaped parapets/roadsides, concrete sidewalks, 

vehicular and foot bridges; 

§ Transformation of the drainage system; 

§ Regular community clean-up, including weekly garbage pick-ups and garbage disposal; 

§ Rehabilitation of community centres, playgrounds, recreation areas; and creation of green spaces; 

§ Rehabilitation and better management of community markets;  

§ Increased access to employment, empowerment and skills-training programmes for youths;  

§ Increased access to daycare facilities, child and elderly welfare programmes. 

Miss Murray, who has lived all of her life in the north -western section of Buxton, has been a mem-

ber of the PPP for almost 40 years. Her father was a lifelong member, and she was inducted into the 

party since a teenager. Despite the loss, she promises to continue her public engagement to do her 

best for Buxton/Friendship. She serves as a member of the Community Development Council (CDC). 
 

For Friendship - Constituency #2, the PPP/C invested its hope in Edgar Simon. He got 40 votes, and 

was defeated by APNUõs Oswald Williams (598). A farmer at heart, the retired Avionics Aircraft me-

chanic re-migrated from Canada 14 years ago, after studying and working overseas for 40 years. 

Mr. Simon admittedly joined the PPP/C after he was approached by activists of the Party, a few 

months before the Local Government Election, with the promise to make him Chairman of the NDC. 

He disclosed that he was however persuaded to enlist with the Party after he later met with PPP/C 

E.C.D. representative and Attorney General, Anil Nandlall.  

Disappointed over the Coalitionõs handling of the Rural Agricultural Infrastructure Development 

(RAID) project, Simon said he was convinced that his ideas for agricultural development in the com-

munity would receive needed support from the PPP/C. He is a founding member of the Buxton/

Friendship Amalgamated Farming Group. From his huge inheritance of both residential and farm 

lands, he was able to donate several acres to the agricultural co-operative society.  

He also possesses the noble honor of having streets in both Buxton and Friendship named after his 

ancestors. Joseph Street pays homage to his maternal great-grandfather, Eleazer Joseph. A stoneõs 

throw away, over at Friendship, Noble Street is named after his paternal great-grandmotherõs clan. 
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KATHLEEN GETS NEW BRIDGE  
INITIATIVE LED BY COMMUNITY ORGANIZER, SLATER JEFFREY 

 

On a walk along Sideline Road, Buxton in November 2022, I ob-

served an elderly woman crossing a dilapidated bridge. The 

bridge which was touching the surface of the deep trench posed 

a danger to her life. 

In the ensuing weeks, attempts were made to galvanize several 

individuals, including community leaders, builders and concerned 

individuals to raise the funds to replace the bridge. Amabell Clem-

ents from New Jersey was the only person who made a financial 

donation. I returned to Atlanta and made an appeal to friends of 

Buxton to help finance the estimated cost of the upgraded bridge.  

Special thanks to the following persons who were willing and 

ready to put their money where their mouth was to see this pro-

ject be brought to completion and dedication in four days follow-

ing my return visit to Buxton: 

DONORS: Dr. Donna Allen-Oti, Wendy Carter, Michael Wilson, 

Elroy King, Amabell Clements, Robert Charles, Thelma Williams, 

Margaret Barnes, Bertie McCloud, Charles Henry, Adolph Farley-

Thompson, Marva Jacobs, Nadia Toney, Keron Gill, Kevin Gill. 

Thank you! 

On the day of the dedication of the bridge by Pastor Ter-

ry Thomas, Ms. Kathleen Gill delivered a Thank You let-

ter to me. She expressed her gratitude to the donors 

who contributed to the construction of the bridge. Hope-

fully, others can be inspired  to contribute similar ser-

vices for the elderly in our communities. 

At left is Slater Jeffrey, Community Organizer 
Dismantled Bridge Home of senior citizen, Kathleen Gill 
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VILLAGE INSTITUTIONS GET 
DONATIONS FROM COTAB   

The Committee To Assist Buxton/

Friendship (COTAB), based in Toronto, 

Canada, recently made a number of do-

nations to institutions across the Buxton/

Friendship community. They included the 

Public Library, Buxton/Friendship Muse-

um, Archives & Culture Centre, Buxton 

Youth Developers club, Friendship Prima-

ry School, New Friendship Nursery 

School, Practical Instruction Centre. 

At left, COTAB President, Ms. Ingrid Ifill-

King, is seen presenting books and teach-

ing aids to then Headmistress of Friend-

ship Primary School, Mrs. Yulanda Adams

-Blair.  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 
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Below, she hands over Tennis nets, racquets and 

balls, and other items to members of Buxton 

Youth Developers. 

Below, COTAB member, Jennifer Shortt, makes 

presentation of books to the librarian, Kim Phyll, 

while Principal of the Practical Instruction Centre, 

Ms. Pitt accepts the donation of sewing fabric. 

At right, Secretary of the Museum, Ms. Karen Dey 

receives the donation of $500, while below that, 

Ms. Ifill-King gives books, toys and teaching aids 

to the New Friendship Nursery School. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

Buxton-Fr iendsh ip  Express 



sÀç Ù̓ 

BRIMMING WITH CONFIDENCE 
Just over 100 Grade 6 pupils from 

all of the primary schools in Buxton/

Friendship sat this yearõs National 

Grade Six Assessment (NGSA) exam-

ination, which was conducted in ear-

ly May. Sometimes still referred to as 

Common Entrance, the secondary 

school placement examination was 

held over two days and covered four 

subjects - English, Mathematics, Sci-

ence and Social Studies. The Educa-

tion Ministry has given notice that 

results will be released on July 7
th

. 

For Friendship Primary School, sixty

-seven (67) pupils, comprising 35 boys and 32 girls, were slated to sit the exam. Above, before head-

ing into the exam room, one of the pupils leads the class in prayer. We wish them every success! 

Candidates from Friendship Primary School gathered for this photo before heading into the exam room. 

Sixty-seven (67) of them were enrolled to sit. 
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For Company Road/Buxton Primary Schools, 19 boys and 15 girls make up their combined total of 

34 candidates. They are hoping to improve on the success the school has enjoyed in the last few 

years. Best wishes to them! 

The Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund (USA) will offer a sturdy backpack, filled with essential school 

supplies, to every one of these students. Outstanding performers may also receive bursary awards 

and other prizes, sponsored by villagers and affiliates, based on their performance. 

 

-

-

° 

-

 

Farewell, HM Yulanda  
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Congrats! Promotion Well-deserved 
Congratulations to all teachers who made the 

list of recent promotions in the noble profes-

sion! 
 

We doubly salute Sir Collis Nicholson on his 

promotion to Senior Master at Mon Repos Pri-

mary School and his successful attainment of a 

Master of Arts degree in Education - Innova-

tion in Teaching and Learning -  from the Uni-

versity of South Wales, London last January. 
 

Sir Collis commenced his teaching career in 

2001 at Company Road Primary School and 

served there diligently for almost 22 years. He 

is an alumnus of Bladen Hall Multilateral 

School and a graduate of Cyril Potter College 

of Education and the University of Guyana 

(B.Ed.). He also holds a Diploma in Industrial 

Relations and Social Studies from Critchlow La-

bour College.  
 

Sir Collis is a long-serving executive member 

of Guyana Teachersõ Union, where he currently 

holds the position of Vice -President for East 

Coast Branch. He also led as Chairman of the 

Buxton Branch. 
 

Though no longer part of the Buxton branch, 

he has promised to continue serving our com-

munity in other ways possible.  
 

Congratulations, Sir! We are confident that 

you will succeed in your new position and wish 

you much happiness and prosperity. 
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Thank You!  
Recent Donors  

BACKPACK FUNDRAISING DRIVE 
Your continued support means the world to the children and families 

in our Buxton/Friendship community, especially the great many who 

are struggling to make ends meet. We are beyond grateful for your 

generous contributions and continued support.  

To help defray the escalating cost-of-living expenses experienced by 

families, we plan to increase our distribution of backpacks and school 

supplies to cater for all of the Primary School pupils in Grades 3 to 6 

(formerly Standards 1 to 4) and, as usual, those who will be entering 

high/secondary school in September. We are looking at 500 back-

packs, 2,500 notebooks, 250 dictionaries, 120 geometry sets, scien-

tific calculators, binders, file folders, pens, pencils, erasers, sharpen-

ers, rulers, and much more. This should give you an idea of the mam-

moth project we are undertaking to deliver much needed aid to our 

community back home. More importantly, this is aimed to better equip 

students for learning development and improved performance at the 

NGSA (Common Entrance) and CXC examinations. 

Apart from our focus on Education, we also continue to dedicate re-

sources to healthcare projects in the village. This includes financial 

support for the annual Guyana Medical Mission outreach and distribu-

tion of nutritional supplements, over-the-counter medical supplies and 

personal care packages. 

To help fund these projects, weõve organized two events this year -  

òLime & Dineó social on June 24th and òPatronal Picnic Jamó on Sep-

tember 2nd (during Labor-Day Weekend festivities). We would like to 

count on your support, but if you are unable to attend, kindly consider 

sending a donation. 

 

We accept cheques/money 

orders, payable to Buxton-

Friendship Heritage Fund, 

Inc.  

Mail to the organization at: 

454 Vermont Street, Brook-

lyn, NY 11207.  

You can also transmit Debit/

Credit card contributions to 

our PayPal account. Details 

available in top right panel. 

Your donation will be eligible 

for tax deduction, in keeping 

with the Federal 501(c)3 

income tax provision for reg-

istered charitable organiza-

tions. 

June Agamah 

Dolores Aldridge 

Waveney Bacchus-Bathersfield 

Shebiki Beaton 

Ingrid Carter-Williams 

Thandi Drakes-Muno 

Jeletta John 

Eleanor King (Claudette Burgan) 

Rosalyn Lee 

Wilfred Lee 

Shevon Myers 

Jacqueline Newton 

Samuel Owusu 

Randolph Rupert Sampson 

Griselda Smith 

Lynette Thomasõ Memorial 

Doreen Williams 
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3. Enter the amount, choose 

the currency, add an 

(op t iona l )  no te and 

click òContinueó. 

4. If available, choose your 

payment type. 

5. Choose how you want to 

pay and click òNextó. 

6. Review the information and 

click òSend Payment Nowó. 
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