
Congratulations  to Mrs. Clonel Samuels-Boston and Ms. Yvette Herod, desig-

nated recipients of the 2018 Medal of Service (M.S.) Award! On the occasion of 

Guyanaõs 52nd Anniversary of Independence, President David Granger named the 

two outstanding Buxtonians as part of a list of 69 persons to receive national 

awards this year. The Medal of Service is the fifth highest award of the Order of Ser-

vice of Guyana and is bestowed for ten years of dedicated public service, local gov-

ernment service, service to industry or other areas of service to the community.  

Clonel Samuels-Boston is the co-ordinator for Women Across Differences ñ an or-

ganisation dedicated to helping teenaged mothers increase their sense of self-

worth. Sister Yvette Herod is a retired schoolteacher, leading community advocate 

and cultural ambassador.  

Clonel Samuels-Boston (left) and Yvette Herod (right) 
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1925 Balbir Ballgreene Nehaul Queenõs College 

 Claude Holder   Queenõs College 

1926 Winifred Thierens (Gaskin) Bishopsõ High School 

1927 John McKenzie 

1928 Samuel Stephenson  Queenõs College 

1929 Martemus Fredericks 

1931 George Talbot 

1932 Cedric Smith 

1934 Robert McRae 

 Aileen Lee 

 Robert L.S. Baird  Queenõs College 

1935 Genevieve (Millicent) Jervis (James) 

 C. Pollard 

 Felicia Baird   Bishopsõ High School 

1942 Winslow Edghill   Queenõs College 

1943 J. Fitzpatrick Ally  Queenõs College 

 R.E. Fung 

 Daphne Willis (Booker) 

 M. Sankies 

1960 Noreen Cockfield  Tutorial High School 

1964 Jennifer Lee (Ninvalle)  St. Joseph High School 

1965 Charis Newton (Thompson)  St. Joseph High School 

 Sholto Fox   Queenõs College  

1968 Rabindranath Tiwari  Queenõs College 

1969 Myrna Baird (Wilson)  St. Joseph High School 

Transforming Lives; 

Uplifting Communities 
As we continue celebration of the 

95
th
 Anniversary of the establishment 

of The Buxton Scholarship by Ordi-

nance No. 6 of 1923, we salute the 

teachers and leaders of our great vil-

lage who helped to transform the 

lives of poor children and uplift our 

community through education and 

service. 

The founding of The Buxton Schol-

arship was the vision and dedication 

of Edmund Fitzgerald Fredericks. He 

was born in Buxton on 9
th
 March, 

1875 and died on 6
th
 April, 1934. A 

street in Friendship is named in his 

honour.   

The following is a list of some of 

the recipients on record: 

BUXTON SCHOLARSHIP 

Page 2 Buxton-Friendship Express  May 2018 

FREE READING, MATH, ART & CULTURE ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 

For Children in Buxton 

Conducted by Overseas and Local Tutors 

JULY 16 -  AUGUST 10, 2018 

FREE LEARNING MATERIALS 

Reading Books, Notebooks, Drawing Books, Sketch Pads, Pencils, Pens,  

Crayons, Markers, Paint Sets, Sharpeners, Erasers 

PLUS NUTRITIOUS LUNCH & REFRESHMENTS 
 

HELP SPONSOR A CHILD FOR JUST $50 

Send your tax-deductible donation to  

BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND, INC. 

454 VERMONT STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11207 

Need Additional Info? 

Call Lorna 

718-342-0040 
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Sponsored by Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund 

Proceeds to purchase school supplies and equipment 
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With the declared Emancipation of slavery in 1834, the Vil-

lage Movement was spreading. After four years of hard work 

while being paid for only the hours worked over the 40-hour 

week (as prescribed by the emancipation rules), the pioneers, 

both male and female, were still able to save enough money 

to buy Plantation New Orange Nassau later renamed Buxton. 

We should note that the 141 persons who bought New Orange 

Nassau and renamed it Buxton contributed sums of money 

varying from $36.00 to $1,000.00, according to Dr. Barbara 

Josiahõs book. Friendship Village was later purchased and the 

combined area became Buxton/Friendship.  

From the purchase of Buxton/Friendship and other villages, 

they had set the stage for the formation of the Cooperative 

movement in Guyana and the concept of one person, one vote. 

Buxton/Friendship Village is located about twelve miles from the capital Georgetown, Guyana, 

South America. These villages along with the neighboring villages, from Emancipation to present, 

have set a significant historical trail of village life - social and economic. The contributions of the 

people of Buxton/Friendship, Annandale, Bladen Hall, Vigilance, Strathspey and Lusignan are 

worth preserving, not only for the communities involved but for the nation as a whole, since its 

residents have served the country in all areas as Ministers of Government, Political leaders, Busi-

nesspersons, Teachers, Accountants, Bankers, Architects, Builders, Engineers, Farmers, Insur-

ance Agents, Real Estate Agents, Bakers, Writers, Poets, Nurses, Lecturers and other professions. 

The idea to set up a museum, archives and culture center in the Villages of Buxton/Friendship 

was nurtured and researched for over ten years. Finally, when things were put in place for the 

construction of the building to house the center, our organization - FRIENDS OF VILLAGES MUSEUM & 

ARCHIVES, INC. was formed in the United States to support this historical undertaking. It will be 

managed by the recently constituted Board of Directors of the Buxton/Friendship Museum, Ar-

chives and Cultural Centre headed by Kenneth Hamer and a Museum Administrator with staff to 

be employed. 
THE BUXTON/FRIENDSHIP MUSEUM, ARCHIVES AND CULTURE CENTER, IS LOCATED AT 35 EDMUND FORDE STREET, 

(LOWER LEVEL) IN BUXTON VILLAGE, GUYANA. Its mission is to promote a greater understanding of the rich his-

tory, culture, achievements & contributions of the descendants of these areas and their role in the villag-

es. Our aim is to share and involve the museum and archives in these communities thereby becoming a 

catalyst for the transformation of the people, while also being an institution of cultural entertainment and 

education, and a place to reflect on the lives of the individuals associated with these areas while appreci-

ating the full racial and cultural diversity. The vision is far reaching. 

(Continued on page 5) 

CėìÙĂÕě Ĉã ±ìûûÁäÙě aĥěÙĥā Ϩ !ėÏéìİÙě LĂÏΦ 
(Supporting the Buxton/Friendship Museum, Archives & Cultural Center) 

P.O. Box 352, Lanham, Maryland USA 20768-0352  
E-MAIL: friendsofvmainc.gmail.com  

A 501 (c)(3) Organization ð Tax ID# 82-1835070  

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT 

Mr. Keith Easton 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Oscar Spencer 
 

SECRETARY 

        Candace Simon Benn 

TREASURER 

Mr. Frank Luncheon 
 

ASST. SECRETARY/T REASURER 

Mr. John Massay 
 

DIRECTORS  

      Mr. Arnold Bathersfield 

    Mr. Raymond Talbot 
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The Museum is scheduled for opening on Saturday August 4th, 2018 and we are seeking your 

donations to help preserve this legacy of our rich history and culture for future generations. 
 

WILL YOU HELP US ACHIEVE THIS MISSION? 
 

One hundred percent (100%) of your donation will support the museum, archives and cultural 

center. The levels of giving are in the table below. We sincerely appreciate all amounts, large and 

small. Our goal for the month of June 2018 is $15,000.00 which is needed for setting up and op-

erating expenses including salaries.  
 

At our opening, your contribution will be prominently displayed in the Museum based on this table. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In a few months from now and from the seeds planted decades ago, the doors of the project will 

be opened.  
 

We are also asking that you donate items listed below or any others that you think are relevant 

to our mission. 

¶ Art, artifacts and memorabilia. 

¶ Villagesõ historical information. 

¶ Books, speeches, articles, manuscripts, audio/visual items, slides. 

¶ Correspondence, diaries, scrapbooks, documents, scores & plays. 

¶ Historical photographs & negatives, inventions & patents. 
 

Please spread the word. Your kindness is gratefully welcome. 

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Please cut this section at the line above and return with your payment 
 

I will do my part to help the Buxton/Friendship Museum, Archives & Cultural Center 

I donate (US$) [  ] $50     [  ] $100     [  ] $150    [  ] $200    [  ] $500    [  ] Other: $____________ 

 

 

Thank you for your generous support of this worthwhile mission! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Stalwart  $99 and below   Bauxite $2,000 to $3,999 

Pork Knocker $100  to  $499 Gold $4,000 to $4,999 

Emancipator $500 to $1,999 Diamond $5,000 and above 

  
bŀƳŜΥ   ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
  
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
  
                ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO & MAIL TO: 

  

FRIENDS OF VILLAGES, MUSEUM & ARCHIVES, INC. 

  

P.O. BOX 352, GREENBELT, MD 20768-0352 



...by Harry Hergash *  Stabroek News 2009-11-16 
 

In this column I would like to share my recollections of the village of Buxton-

Friendship, East Coast Demerara. Historically, after starting out as separate villag-

es that were purchased and built by freed African slaves, they were amalgamated 

into one around 1841. By the beginning of the nineteen sixties, Buxton-Friendship 

was possibly the most progressive and prosperous village in Guyana. It was 

known for its highly educated sons and daughters, civic minded citizens, hard-

working farmers and fishermen, skilled tradesmen, and prosperous business peo-

ple, where citizens of African and Indian origins lived together peacefully. 

Indians, who started arriving in the village in the 1890s, emulated the Africans 

in striving for education and social betterment in the country. By the 1950s they 

were scattered throughout the village with concentrated enclaves in the area 

along the seashore, referred to as Buxton Front, where there were some of the most renowned sea-fishermen in 

the country; on both sides of the railway embankment around the railway station where they worked as pawnbro-

kers and jewellers, and operated clothing and hardware stores; and in the area along Brusche Dam where they 

raised cattle and grew rice in adjoining estate lands. Most, if not all of them, adhered to Indian cultural traditions, 

and Buxton could boast of having some of the most educated and finest Indian musicians and singers of Chow-

taals, Ramayan and Bhajans. 

I remember Saturdays and Mondays as prime market days at the municipal market next to the Post Office, just 

off Company Road, a stoneõs throw from the railway station. The interaction and relationships between Africans 

and Indians were based on mutual respect and trust, befitting two peoples who depended on the fruits of each 

otherõs labour. Indians from the estate areas of Lusignan Pasture and Annandale Sand Reef to the West and Vigi-

lance to the East would bring their produce of garden vegetables (ochro, bora, calaloo, etc.) to sell to the African 

villagers who would sell them fruits, plantains and ground provisions (cassava, eddoes, sweet potatoes, etc.). Both 

groups would then patronise the fishermen and the butchers who operated their stalls in a corner of the market 

where the odour was quite distinct. Before noon, the efficient Mr. Brown would have already completed his rounds 

and collected from vendors all market fees. 

During my childhood in the 1950s, I traversed every street and cross street in the combined village in the compa-

ny of my grandparents and uncles who sold feed to the many self-employed villagers who farmed the back-lands 

and raised chicken and pigs in their yards. Every Sunday morning we travelled around the village in a dray cart 

hauled by three donkeys laden with paddy, broken rice and bhoosi (pulverized rice shells produced during milling) 

which was sold to customers to be used as chicken and pig feed. By midday, with our task completed after serving 

the last customer along Friendship Middle Walk, we would stop at the Esso station, the first petrol station to be 

built on the East Coast of Demerara, where I would get a treat of Brown Betty ice-cream or Fudgicle while the el-

ders collected the òwet-celló battery that had been left the week before for recharging. In those days, radio sets of 

that period, with names such as KB, Grundig, Phillips and Pye, were operated in the rural areas with current from a 

battery similar to a motor-carõs battery that had to be recharged periodically at a gas station. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Saluting 180th Anniversary of Indiansõ Arrival in Guyana 

INDO-GUYANESE CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP 
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arriving in the village in 

the 1890s, emulated 

the Africans in striving 

for education and 

social betterment in 
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Regrettably, the madness of racial discord and intolerance raised its ugly head 

in the country in 1963 and by 1964 Buxton-Friendship, like other parts of the 

country, was consumed. As Indians hurriedly relocated from the predominantly 

African villages to the safety of predominantly Indian areas, Africans did the same 

in the reverse. Even then, many good people on both sides risked their lives and 

property to help those on the other side, but it was not enough to stem the mass 

migration from villages and the formation of segregated communities. This was 

the beginning of squatting areas or shantytowns in Guyana. Overnight, pastures 

and swamplands were cramped with makeshift houses and places like Lusignan 

East and West, Haslington, Logwood, etc. came into being. 

Sadly, Buxton-Friendship never recovered from this restructuring. With Independ-

ence coming shortly thereafter and government jobs becoming readily available, 

many African villagers deserted the self- sufficiency of independent occupations ð carpentry, cabinet-making, black-

smith, gutter-smith, farming and the raising of livestock, opting instead for the apparent security of salaried occupa-

tions.  As the village tax-base deteriorated, critical infrastructural work on roads, drainage and irrigation was ne-

glected, and by the time the oil crisis and world-wide economic downturn hit us, both citizens and the village as a 

whole found it difficult to cope which resulted in the serious political repercussions of later years. 

Buxton-Friendshipõs loss of Indian fishermen and business people was the gain of Annandale and Lusignan. Al-

most overnight, in the midst of the turmoil and agony of 1964, a market developed in Annandale Northõs Centre 

Street, rechristened òMarket Streetó. It quickly replaced Buxtonõs municipal market as the commercial centre for 

the surrounding areas, and by 1965, African-Buxtonians were also patronizing the vendors in Annandale. Likewise 

many of the hardware and clothing stores relocated to Annandale.  And the fishermen formerly of Buxton Front be-

came the enterprising fishermen of Lusignan East where the fishing industry was taken to new heights as the im-

portation of salted cod and canned fish was banned during the period of economic hardship of the 1980s. 

Now more than four decades later, as I reflect on the deaths and destruction of 1964 and the havoc wreaked on 

the communities of Buxton and Annandale, I cannot help but recall that it was the ordinary citizens, not the external 

forces that combined to destabilise the country, and certainly not those individual politicians of both major parties 

in whose names the so many horrendous acts were perpetrated, who were the victims and losers in all the mad-

ness and mayhem. It was these ordinary folks who became homeless, and it was their children who became moth-

erless, fatherless or orphans. And when it came to healing and restoring some semblance of peace and harmony, it 

was community leaders who had to pick up the pieces. It was Eusi Kwayana as the respected leader of Buxton, and 

Pandit Ramsahai Doobay as the respected leader of Annandale, who met with then British Colonial Secretary, Dun-

can Sandys, on the Annandale Side-line dam (then referred to as the Maginot line, a term used by the French in the 

Second World War) to discuss and work out arrangements that played their own part in establishing an uneasy 

peace in the villages. 

I am now an emigrant from the land of my birth. As I follow developments of recent years in the communities of 

Buxton-Friendship and neighbouring areas, I am saddened that lessons of the past seem to have been forgotten. 

Ordinary citizens of these communities have once again been the victims and they are the ones who once again 

have to start rebuilding the good inter-personal relationships and trust, sorely damaged by needless strife and vio-

lence. The time has surely come for people to realize that while politicians remain unscathed and continue to enjoy 

the perquisites of office, it is they the poor folks who will always have to bear the consequences of actions by their 

òrepresentativesó. It is they who have to live side by side as neighbours and interact with each other. As we look to 

the future, let us be guided by the actions and teachings of the elders of our communities. Let us remember a time 

not so very long ago, when an African grandmother would give a special bath of blue water to an Indian child to pro-

tect that child from the mythical òold-higueó, and an Indian mother would pay a penny to nominally òbuyó an African 

child so that child could grow up to be healthy and strong. Let us remember our history. 
 

Harry Hergash, a graduate of the University of Guyana, taught at the Annandale Government Secondary from 1964 to 
1969. He migrated to Canada in 1974. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

INDO-GUYANESE IN BUXTON 
òLet us remember a time not so 

very long ago, when an African 

grandmother would give a 

special bath of blue water to an 

Indian child to protect that 

child from the mythical òold-

higueó, and an Indian mother 

would pay a penny to nominally 

òbuyó an African child so that 

child could grow up to be 

healthy and strong.ó 
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Mayor Kwasi Fraser 

-
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°

 

MAYOR KWASI FRASER 
RE-ELECTED TO THIRD TERM 
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