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SPECIAL FEATURES

i Residents relate some
of the initiatives they
would like to see under-
taken in the village dur-
ing 2015

1 Anthony Haynes makes
his debut as a column-
ist for Buxton Express.
In his first article, he
profiles an extraordi-
nary villager.

The year 2015 heralds the Interna-
tional Decade for People of African De-
scent. The period is designated to pro-
mote Recognition, Justice and Devel-
opment for the more than one billion
people who inhabit
mostpopulous continenfiAfrica and
hundreds of millions of descendants
scattered in the diaspora. A ceremony
to launch the event in Guyana was
held at the Parade Ground in
Georgetown, on 24 of this month.

Next month, Guyana will mark 45
years since it became a republic. Sev-
eral activities are being planned to
mark this milestone anniversary.
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NOTABLE EVENTS C
2015 CALENDAR

Come April, Buxton will launch

the celebration of its 178" Pur-
chase Anniversary. A number of
activities are expected to be held
within the home village and
across diaspora communities te c o r
commemorate this important
achievement.
On 11

May , Guyana

will go to the polls to vote in gen-
eral and regional elections. The
decision to return to the polls just
three and a half years after the
last election follows the proroga-
tion of Parliament by President
Donald Ramotar last November.
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WISHE® F BUXTONIAN®R?015
A MOREEVELOPEDMMUNITY

This is the first month of a new year. It is the year when Buxton will mark a significant milestone in its
history i 175 years since the village was purchased by 128 previously enslaved labourers of African
descent. Together with its adjoining sister village of Friendship, the community once developed to the
status of Guyanads premier village. But over tt
more than six thousand persons, has arguably been on the decline in many respects.

To better understand the issues affecting the community and to help in stimulating development pro-
grammes, we asked residents to state some of the initiatives that they would like to see undertaken in
the village during 2015.

The interviews were conducted by Mr. Collis Nicholson. He spoke to a wide ceession of residents.

MRS. YVONNE PHILLIPS (Senior Citizen)

Widow of Mr. Ulric Phillips, former Overseer of Buxton -Friendship Village Council & later
Executive Officer of the Buxton/Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council (NDC)

Programmes that will enforce moral values among villagers.
Gardening around homes.

Clean and friendly environment.

Better infrastructure in the village.

More respect for elderly people.

S A

Reduction of poverty among residents.
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NEWYEARMSHESORBUXTON

MR. DEKWESI YAW (University Student)

1. More scholarships for outstanding students in various fields of study.

2. Awareness sessions for youths to enlighten them about various coping skills in their
teenaged life.

3. More role models (male) to instill positive attributes and attitudes.
4. Community meetings so as to edify young people on their role in society.
5, Parentsd i nvolvement i n academic opportu

s o s e s s s s P s P P P P e P P P P Pt P P P Pt

MRS. LEASON GULLIVER (Housewife)

l. Parent al i nvol vement | mnouadedchid)r ends 1| i ves
2. Parents must perform leadership roles and express moral values.
3.Parents must engage in support systems f

o e s P s s P P Pt e Pt P P Pt . Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P P

MR. LEROY RIDLEY (Businessman) PE |

1. Financial assistance for small business in ex

tending their prospects.
2. Reestablishment of the community market. :
3. Development of farmlands and kitchen gardens. e
4. More economic opportunities through the villag =“ - YU e ‘
council system. - e i
5. Rapid increase of collection of revenue by village e .. 2 .#
council for infrastructure development. Buxtonriendship Village Market
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WISHEEFOR2015

MS. AKUA JOHN (Unemployed Youth)

1. Employment opportunities for young people.

2. Technical training for school drop outs and de-
linquents.

3. Competencybased training for nomacademic
performers (skills training).

4. Aid for the less fortunate people in the village.
5. More attention to the needs of senior citizens.

s o s e s s s s P s P P P P e P P P P P P P P

MR. OSAFO DURANT (Carpenter)

1. Opportunities for small entrepreneurs.

2. More infrastructures in the lower part of Buxton.

3. Community development and self help to keep the village clean.
4. Community meetings and interaction among young people.

o o s e s s P s P s Pt P P P P Pt P Pt P P P P P Pt

M RS. HAzZEL CARTER -ABRAMS

(Lay Reader, Friendship Methodist Church)

1. More fellowship of children at Sunday school.

2. Teaching of moral values to youth and young adults in the village.

3. More bottomhouse meetings addressing various social issues af
fecting members of the community.

4. Positive role models for young people.

5. Pastoral care in all schools on a weekly basis.

6. More involvement of the church family in the lives of people in th
community.

Hazel CartetAbrams
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VWHATMLLAGERSISHFORR015

MS. KAREN DEY (Primary School Principal)

1. Responsible parenting.

2. More emphasis on educational development among youn(
people.

3. Addressing social issues such as: domestic violence, tee

aged pregnancy, drug abuse, and juvenile delinquenc

among others.

Small business opportunities. ”

Guidance and counseling sessions with pupils and parents

Cordial relationship between teachers and parents. ef o

Restoration of heritage buildings and other sites.

N o ok

Pt s e

M R. CONRADE HUNTE (Farmer)

1. Development of farm lands for sustainable development.

2. The need for growing more and shopping within the village. T

3. Understanding the issues of the less fortunate and finding Mﬁéﬁiﬁi’i‘“
common solutions for their issues. Friendship Primary School

4. Availability of job opportunities for school drop outs.

o s e s s s s P e Pt P P P P Pt P P Pt o Pt P P P P

M s. EVADNE SIMON (Vendor)

l.Parent al i nvol vement in childrends schoo
2. Awareness as to the importance of cleanliness of the environment.

3. Development of the farmlands for a sustainable community.

4. Restoration of village norms and customs.
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ANTHONMAYNESOLUMN
ANEXTRAPECIABUXTONIAN

For this my inaugural article, | shall like to featur
a young lady that has been rendering an exceptio
al and dedicated service to the community of Bux
ton. She has been providing this service indefatig
bly for the last six decades. | first met this pleasant;
devoted Christian woman the first day | attended
primary school. On crossing the timber bridge anc
placing my BATA sneaker on the concrete stri
leading to the ground floor of the Buxton Congrega
tional School, now Buxton Primary, there she was
Wearing a straw hat and a light coloured dress cov
ered with a white apron, she sat on a small benck
along the concrete strip near a cement blocks col:
umn with two flasks by her side. Today, she stil
provides that service, though in abridged quantity/
I tds offered in more pl_

The stalwart | speak of is the pretty, quiet and po:
lite Mrs. Jean Gill. She grew up in an industriou:
environment and was a vibrant member of her fam
ily& cottage industry. In 1950, while undertaking
her routine as a mobile salesgirl of cassavaread
and other goodies in the village of Beterverwagting
the nineteen yearsold beauty captivated the heart
of a twentyfive yearsold Sugar Estate Mechanical
Technician, Lionel Gill. According to Mr. Gill, the tw
commenced their momemes$ 29 , “may :
dSa yo, (Wednesday), July 80,839 Lionel & Mrs. Jean Gill

oon after her marriage and being domiciled in
Buxton, Jean Gill returned to her roots, selling. She
commenced with icecream. Back then the can
filled with ice, laced with salt, had to be churned
consistently for thirty to fortyfive minutes to pro-
duce the firm, delicious and cold cream. Around
1953, while being a young member of the Arundel
Congregational Church, she embarked on the sale
of fruity and custard blocks at the Buxton Congre-
gational School to the many students who attended
at that time. Selling was done exclusively and con-
sistently at the school in the mornings and after- _
noons for approximately three decades. (Continued on pager)

During the mid 19800s wl
came Head Master of the Buxton Primary School,
Miss Jean was prohibited from selling at the school,

a situation she has never revealed to anyone until
now. Because of her tenacity and expertise in man-
ufacturing a quality product, her location of sale
shifted to the Buxton Market and Buxton Middle
Wal k, outside the | ate S|
she provides that service to the residents of Bux-
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ANTHONMAYNES PESABUXTONIAN

(Continued from pages) Miss Jean Gill and her husband presently reside
two lots north of Pond Dam on the western side of
ton/Friendship via two locations, Company Line Buxton Middle Walk, a place they have called home
Top and outside of B a b for the last fifty-five years. The couple boasts oft o 1
Middle Walk. Despite modern forms of flavoured having an excellent relationship, one in which they
ice and their amenities, Miss Jean continues tohave never had a Oheated
manufacture, package and market her fruity/ice what is responsible for them not arguing, the eighty
cycle/custard block oldschool and is proud to say -nhine years old retired MANPOWER CITIZENS ASSO-

she seldom returns home with any. She declaresCl1 ATI ONG®G s | ndustrial Rel
oeven while meh going twas O606JOI NT CONSULTATI QNG
dem children does ask mefuhicd | ock anto a successful marri age

The featured virtuous, assiduous woman is extra To God be the Glory, great things he has done.
ordinary in many regards. Her matrimonial union
with Lionel of sixtyfour years is probably the oldest
in the village presently; they may also be the oldest ABOUT THE WRITER:
married couple alive in Buxton. Her fruity/iceycle/ = ANTHONYA. HAYNESis the second child born to Oliver
custard block business is the single oldest cottage and Yvonne Haynes of Lot 15, Middle Walk, Buxton.
industry in the village. The refrigerator she uses t0 He received his early education at Buxton

freeze her fruity/ice cycle/custard block was pur- Congregational and Bladen Hall Multilateral Schools.

chase d an d P u_t to Wo Tt K hellater at?er?deSd the do&er%n%ent Pelnlic I?nst{ithté/ t
oldest working fridge in the village today. Miss Jean - . ) : .
and the University of Guyana in pursuit of a career in

is the longest actively serving member of the Arun- ™™ _ i

del Congregational Church. She has been serving C1Vil Engineering.

since 1950 when she commenced as one of the In his younger days Anthony played badminton, table
cleaners. At eightithree years old she presently tennis and cricket. He opened batting and bowled leg
serves as the Treasurer, a position she functions in spin for both the under19 and senior Buxton Cricket

since 1978. This dynamic bundle of energy lives CIl ub teams during the mid 1
approximately three quarters of a mile from her presently, Anthony works as a Civil Engineer. He is

place of worship and about one third of a mile from narried to Beverly Haynes, nee Dolphin. Their union
the places of marketing her products. She makes | < produced three sons; Michael, Juan and

return trips to those places every day of the week, SamuelThe family resides at 6

briskly, on foot. that is, the Middle Street between Buxton Middle
Walk and Company Road, near Pond Dam.

[I)NATIONS BUXTON -FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND,

INC. is a registered charitable organization
Thanks to everyone who donated to the Buxtdfriendship under the U.S. Internal Revenue Service
Heritage Fund this month. Your contributions will help im-501(c)3 tax code. Donations made to

prove the lives of those we serve. the Fund are tax-exempt to the fullest
Special acknowledgement to two of our recent donors: extent of the law.
§ WESLEYJAMESof Brooklyn, New York Cheques should be made payable to

§ BELEANORKING (QLAUDETTBURGAN Of Manhattan, New York — Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc.
and mailed to 454 Vermont Street,

Thanks for your generosity and ongoing support! Brooklyn, NY 11207
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KAIETEUREWS® PESAPERSON

JOYO ONJBUCATICRONEER

KAIETEURNEWS2015-01-25 by Dennis Nichols

Il n 1940 Joy O6Jon was brought to Guyana by a Be
and taken to |ive with her Aunt | vy [Jacobs], h
East Coast Demerara village of Buxton. Her parents and siblings came later,

except for her youngest brother who died in Africa. Buxton is where her life

story really begins

Joy O0OB6Jonds gentl ewoman!|l Ms. O06Jon attended the Buxt
recall an era long past, and longetbr by many. Her al- and admits that her schooldays there were relatively
mostfullygr ey ©6afr od seems a tuneventful, except for the day a small plane crash
-sixties and seventies, but she is very much a part oflanded on the sea front in the neighbouring village of
contemporary Guyanese life, at least where educatior Annandale, around 1945. She recalls with a chuckle
and Christian discipline are concerned. She is the princit hat ©&6everyone poured out o
pal, and (along with felloweducator Florine Dalgety) co wall, and to the spot where the crash occurred. Thank-
founder of Dominion Schools, on Regent Road, Bourde fully, she declares, no one died.

She is also this weekds s She leftthe village school in 1947, having secured a

Surprisingly, Ms . 06 J on government scholarship, and began a long and distif> u t
south central Africa, in the then British Protectorate ofgui shed association with Th
Northern Rhodesia, now Zambia, in 1935. Her father, as a student, then as a science teacher, and finally as
George, was an African with Guyanese connections, an headmistress of what was considered the premier high
her mother Lily, a native Guyanese. Having left Africa & school for girls in the country.
the age of four, she understandingly has little recollec- In reminiscing about her high school days, she re-
tion of life there. She nevertheless remembers that her marked on my observation that she speaks in a very
father was a mechanic who worked on a major projeci cultured and restrained manner. This she attributed to
to channel water from the mighty Zambezi River tcot he expatriate teachers at
Northern Rhodesia, and recalls the jubilation with which enced by their own speech, both tone and diction in
this accomplishment was greeted. their charges.

Ms . OdJon declared that Ms . OdJonds secondary edec
had the urge to go back to her homeland; that is, until after which she left for the Mona Campus of the Univer-
she saw a video of South Africa a few years ago, an sity College of the West Indies in Jamaica, on a condi-
waxed nostalgic. o00Oh, thetional schol arship, t o sltruo
moment | prayed the Lord, if there was an opportunity ence, the condition being that she had to return to
for me to go back to Afr teach at Bishopsd for fiWeo
she enthused. Having achieved her BSc., she went on to get her Di-

I n 1940 Joy O6Jon was br plomainEducation right there, and in 1959, returned tonu -
dian missionary friend, and taken to live with her Aunt Guyana, and started her career as a science teacher at
l vy, her mothero6s twin siher al ma mater. Returni npem
village of Buxton. Her parents and siblings came latera f t er |l eaving the instituti
except for her youngest brother who died in Africa. Buxt hi ng é coming back to your
ton is where her life story really begins. (Continued on page)
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JOYO ONJ sercond. “anas

(Continued from page8)

This meant, of course, having to interact with some cd
leagues who were once her teachers, including t
headmi stress, Carmen Jar
|l em, she asserted, since
team and reached consensus on most issues, a devg
opment which Ms. OdJon s
responsibility, especially after she took over the heac
ship from Ms. Jarvis. She said she also enjoyed a
spectful relationship Wi
hough admitting that so
somewhat turbulentdo as if§
young people who are maturing intellectually, socially
and politically. .
Ms . O6Jon revealed that
ways been a part of her life. Her parents were both mi
sionary workers, and members of the Christian Brethrel programme presented hand®n experiences for its
Fellowship, an indigenous body started, by an Anglica members in areas such as masonry, plumbing, carpentry

Asnot a prob
shopsd acted
IMs. Joy 08Jc
@roudly hdigplayirg a d
the Golden Arrow-

head at a Wo
ABlaws Bieonial sCon- a
wnicthed to ge
e with brigl

clergyman in 1827. 0 So | and electrical installation, so that when science teachefs 0 m
got saved early, ni ne yewent into the schools they could, in addition to teachp s
asserted. At Bi shopsd shohandle themselves in a I[2abocgc
part of the InterSchool and Inte®varsity Christian Fel- Ms . O6Jon was also Territor

lowship, (IS/IVCF) an intedenominational student min- the CXC/ACCC/CIDA Curriculum Project, an initiative
istry which facilitates the proclamation of the gospel geared at helping Science, Business, and Vocational Sub-
and which she descri bes ¢&ject teachers in the Caribbean (and beyond) beconfeh r
tiano. Still a part of tmore efficient and effectlilve
she is also a member of Aglow International, Guyan: similar in purpose and design to our ESP; and in effect it
(formerly Womenos Agl ow) did on a much wider scale what the local programmgé 0
pray, essentially for t hwas doing in Guyana, 6 shesetk
and each other. Members also get involved in extra After leaving the Ministry of Education, upon retire-
church activities such as reaching out evangelically tme n't Ms . OdJon went to wor
street children. She took up an offer to teach Science voluntarily at a
Ms. O6Jon | eft Bishops® community school in Hauraruni, a coperative villageg h e
istry of Educati onds Sci three miles off the LinderSoesdyke Highway, founded bg n
part of the National Centre for Education Resource De the Guyana Full Gospel Fellowship. There, from 1990 to
velopment (NCERD), as Science Education Coordinatc 1997, she helped establish a secondary science depart-
Teacher. She and SMU team members visited schoo ment for students who had done well at the Secondary
in several areas across the country, supervising an Schools Entrance Examination, but whose parents were
supporting teachers She revealed that one of her mairunable to upkeep them, because of financial and trans-
tasks at the unit was involvement in a project called the portation constraints while attending schools in
Emergency Science Programme, (ESP) the brainchild Georgetown where they had been placed. The science
her coll eague, Ms . Da |l g e department expanded and thrived, and a few years latero k
teachers and trained t herpermission was sought of the government to allow the u r
to be science teachers in the secondary schools. It wa first group of fifth form students there to write the Carib-
a programme offered by the Ministry of Education viibean Examinations Council (CXC) examination. It was
the Distance Education Unit, and you had teachers fror granted, and the Hauraruni group promptly distinguished
al |l over the country. 0 Slitself, with every student being awarded Grade One at 0 f

(Continued on pagel0)
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KN BEcCIAPERSONOYO ONJ

(Continued from page9) Dalgety is considering expanding the school to accom-
modate a secondary department, as both of them are

the Basic Proficiency level in Integrated Science whicl secondaryt r ai ne d, and only ©&6dabb

Ms . OdJon expl ained, equ ation as she laughingly puts it; furthermore, they are set- P

ficiency Certificate in that subject. So in effect, eachting their sights beyond secondary education to offer
student was credited with a GP achievement in Integrat subjects at the university level since Ms. Dalgetty has

ed Science. When asked to teach there, she had intend been trained in distance education, the vehicle to be

ed staying just two vyear cused for the delivery of such a programme. This, she 0
Prophet Conrad Jor dan t heclarified, would be done through the use of multhedia r s e

ignorance in Guyanad s heinstruction, modules, and online study, although time e r
when the students did well, she took the examinationwo u | d have to be made for (
results as a reward from God for what was done. tutorials, as well as plenary sessions periodically where

Afteraseveny ear stint at Haur ithe entire student body would meet and interface with
community and turned her attention to helping Ms. Dal- their instructors.
gety start her own school. Four years later, her co Ms . O6Jon draws soci al and
league and friend (to whom she deferred as the one present and past membership in a number of organiza-
with the vision) opened the doors of Dominion Schoolstions including the aforementioned Aglow International,
on Regent Road, wi t h Ms . the Caribbean Missions and Research Ministries, a pas-s t
tion. 6God Firstd was t hetormentoring organization led by Guyanese Paul Wodi-e
0Knowl edge with I ntegr it yford, and the Valley of Decision Ministry, started by Trini- 2
mitted its f i rysarold@upitstincSe@ dadian, Sister Gloria Gray, which holds fatha s ed 06 F
t ember 2001. OWhy so youCampsdé (no food, only water
envisioned having the school, we wanted children fron She has received several commendations and awards
birth, but the logistics were difficult, so we decided the for her educational and religious investment over the
entry age would be onand-a-half, the reason being years. These include an Outstanding Service and Dedica-
that we wanted to train them for the Lord, and thet i on award from The Bisthops
younger you ar e, t he mo r anniversary, one from IS/IVCF in appreciation of sterlihge a
them morals and Christianity before age five. We havicontribution to the ministry, and an SMU joirdrize
t wo 0di Stthe firgt, tthatweussiiould know God awarded at a Commonwealth Association of Science and
and be able to pray effectively, and the second, that yot Math Educators competition.
l earn to read before you Ms. O6Jon is also a heald,ho
OdJon explained. cially proud of an award she received from Golden Neo

She disclosed that one of the two children they startec Life Diamite, an international healtHood corporation, for
with, Sarah DavidLonge, went on to secure the third helping to sell a large amount of its SofBel diet supple-
highest place in the country when she wrote the SSEI ments.
after leaving from the school in Grade 2, the highest What about the age gap between her and her stu-
level the school allowed at that point. She had gone or dents? Never having had children of her own, she ad-

to St. Agnes Primary and then to Success Elementaami t s, ol am gl ad for the opj
School from which she passed the examination. Nevet persons, and to help to mould them; yes it was happen-
thel ess, Ms . O6Jon feels ing at Bi shops®6 but at t hat
chil dés success, i n hel pimores are fixed; here our youngest is two years and ourf o
an early age. She indicated that other estudents inthe ol de st is 10, and ¢é | just
batch that | eft with Sareéchool . 6 t 0s
lege and St. Stanislaus among other schools. Christcentred, successoriented, and an educa-

The institution now has an enrolment of 45 children,t i o n pioneer i n her own r

and a staff of nine. And plans are underway to establist yes to seek excellence in her work, and in her
Dominion branches in various parts of the country, charges_ This’ as much as anything else she has
hence the plural 6School sgone qgualifies her t o3 rte

future hold for Dominion’;status_ Ms
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(HRISTMAGHEER

For the Christmas Season, Buxte
Friendship Heritage Fund presented
two senior citizens, who are in thei
nineties, with special gifts to help
cheer up their holiday spirit.

Mr. Ulric Gordon, who is believeq
to be the oldest male residing in the
home community was visited at hig
Annandale Railway Embankmen
home. He is expected to celebratd
his 95t birthday next monthi4th
February.

The other recipient was Mrs. Mar
Elaine Huntley. The Vigilance re

dent celebrated her 93d birthday _ _ . ) T
last November 15", Mr. Ulric Gordon, seated in chair, receives the gift

from community activist, Mr. Lyndon France

TS
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Mrs. Mary Elaine Huntley is seen receiving her gift from Mr. France



